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WEATHER

Mild weather was the rule, with

little precipitation. Most of the week's

precipitation fell in the Panhandle on the

18th where one to two inches of snow were

reported. Average weekly temperatures

ranged from four to nine degrees above

normal.

The weekend of the 24th saw cooler

weather move back into the State--

especially in the East. Grand Island and

Norfolk reported one inch of new snow

Monday morning, with trace amounts else-
where in the East.

CROPS

With no significant precipitation

falling during the week, farmers and

ranchers hope relief from the muddy lot,

field and road conditions is at hand.

Milder temperatua3es have allowed frost to

gradually go out of the soil; thus, the

water logged soils should start draining.

Harvest took place last week where field

conditions and storage capacities allowed.

There is concern about corn in

storage as warmer weather approaches.

Most of the corn in storage was picked at

rather high moisture levels and was ex-

pected to be marketed by this time; how-

ever, local grain dealers do not have

storage available and are not buying much

corn at the present time.

Although some harvesting did take

place during the week, the corn harvest

remains at 97% complete while 93% of the

grain sorghum is out of the field. Winter

wheat is in good to excellent condition

with some greening occurring with the

warmer temperatures.

LIVESTOCK

Thawing weather last week kept feed-

lots in poor condition but some are

beginning to dry out. Losses remain above

average while gains are slow. The warmer

temperatures have been excellent for

spring calving and farrowings. Most live-

stock producers continue to feed large

amounts of grain, silage, cake and hay.
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